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Mice were used in the work, and they were exposed
to the action of the gas to be tested for carbon mon-
oxide by placing them between two funnels joined
together at the mouths by means of a broad band of
thin rubber. The ends of the funnels were connected
to the gasometers and absorption apparatus by pieces
of rubber tubing.
To bring the mouse, without hurting it, into this
simple apparatus, the animal is first dropped into a
large and wide glass cylinder. It is then covered
with one of the funnels, a glass plate is slipped under
the funnel, and the mouse is lifted out. The mouth
of the second funnel is then brought opposite that of
the first one, the glass plate is drawn out, and the
funnels are joined together by the rubber band.
Mixtures of air and carbon monoxide were used in
the experiments. The carbon monoxide was made
with great care, either from potassium ferrocyanide
and sulphuric acid, or from oxalic acid and sulphuric
acid, and was washed with a sodium hydroxide solu-
tion. The lighter carbon monoxide was led into the
air from below, and the mixture was allowed to stand
and diffuse for at least twelve hours.
The current of gas was so regulated that 10 liters
of gas passed through the apparatus in from one to
two hours, and the gases coming from the funnels
contained from 0.3 to 2.8 per cent of carbon dioxide,
resulting from the respiration of the mouse. Fre-
quently repeated analyses showed, however, that this
carbon dioxide did not usually rise above 1 per cent,
so that it was impossible for it to cause any seriously
injurious results.
In some experiments also, as is described in detail